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THE LORD’S PRAYER PART 5
FORGIVENESS – IT’S A REALLY BIG DEAL!



Please turn in your bibles to Matthew chapter 18.


We are still dealing with what is commonly referred to as the Lord’s Prayer. We’ve been dealing with this for some time which shows that it is much deeper than we commonly think. Last time, we talked about the covenant curses of Deuteronomy. Basically, Israel was promised security, abundance and longevity if they obeyed the covenant. If they disobeyed, then the opposite of these blessings, that is curses, would be incurred. We know from an historical standpoint that that is what happened. 

We also talked about the year of jubilee, or the year of release, whereby any debts incurred in the previous six years, or 48 years would be erased. This was linked back to the exodus where God delivered Israel from bondage in Egypt. They were then taken to Mt. Sinai where they entered into a covenant with God. This is where we get the blessings and curses. As they moved into the Promised Land, if they lived according to the covenant, then they would essentially live in an Edenic world, within their boundaries. The idea was that they would be an example to the surrounding nations, who would see this and want what they had. Who wouldn’t want to live in Eden? This is how being imagers of God is supposed to work. However, they soon began to live like those around them and forfeited those blessings. After a great deal of time, they racked up a great amount of debt between themselves. And this translated to debt between them and God. Once again, we cannot separate our relationships with others and our relationship with God. Jesus has hammered that home thus far in the Sermon on the Mount. And with this prayer, He is continuing that theme. Without going back into the Deuteronomy passages, let’s look at what the prophet Micah had to say, as he spoke of the impending invasion by the Assyrians. The invasion was due to the debt racked up by Israel. It was time to pay the piper. Pay close attention to what he says is bringing on this judgment. 


Micah 6:10-15
10 	Can I forget any longer the treasures4 of wickedness in the house of the wicked,
		and the scant measure that is accursed?
11 	Shall I acquit the man jwith wicked scales
		and with a bag of deceitful weights?
12 	Your5 rich men are kfull of violence;
		your inhabitants lspeak lies,
		and mtheir tongue is deceitful in their mouth.
13 	Therefore I strike you with a grievous blow,
		nmaking you desolate because of your sins.
14 	oYou shall eat, but not be satisfied,
		and there shall be hunger within you;
ir 
		and what you preserve I will give to the sword.
15 	pYou shall sow, but not reap;
		you shall tread olives, but not anoint yourselves with oil;
		you shall tread grapes, but not drink wine.


This is just a part of the accusation laid before Israel. But what we see in these few verses is that they have not been honest or just with each other. They have taken advantage of each other. If you read everything associated with this coming judgment, you will see that they had come to neglect the years of jubilee. Many of them refused to forgive others their debts. We saw last time how we cannot separate our relationships with each other from our relationship with God. The years of jubilee were to model and bring to remembrance their deliverance from bondage in Egypt. Micah mentions this earlier in this chapter. But as they followed other gods, forgiveness became something they no longer cherished. We tend to follow the theology of who/ what we worship – at least to some extent. Micah speaks specifically of financial issues, but we have seen in Matthew, how Jesus framed this financial term of debt and release as also relating to the forgiveness of others having wronged us in other ways. 


Matthew 6:12
12 	 and forgive us our debts,
		as we also have forgiven our debtors.


863. ἀφίημι aphiemi, af-ee´-ay-mee; from 575 and ἵημι hiemi (to send; an intensive form of εὶμι eimi, to go); to send forth, in various applications (as follow): — cry, forgive, forsake, lay aside, leave, let (alone, be, go, have), omit, put (send) away, remit, suffer, yield up.

This term was used of financial dealings and debt forgiveness in the classical Greek world. But by Jesus’ time, it had come to also carry the meaning of having wronged or offended someone. Therefore, Jesus uses the word in this way. 

So, we can apply this to what the prophet Micah was saying. But Micah also spoke of a bright future despite the coming Assyrian invasion. 

Micah 7:15-20

15 	gAs in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt,
		I will show them5 marvelous things.
16 	hThe nations shall see and be ashamed of all their might;
	 ithey shall lay their hands on their mouths;
		their ears shall be deaf;
17 	jthey shall lick the dust like a serpent,
		like the crawling things of the earth;
	 kthey shall come trembling out of their strongholds;
		lthey shall turn in dread to the LORD our God,
		and they shall be in fear of you.

Mic. 7:18   	mWho is a God like you, npardoning iniquity
		and passing over transgression
		nfor the remnant of his inheritance?
	 oHe does not retain his anger forever,
		because he delights in steadfast love.
19 	He will pagain have compassion on us;
		qhe will tread our iniquities underfoot.
	 rYou will cast all our6 sins
		into the depths of the sea.
20 	sYou will show faithfulness to Jacob
		and steadfast love to Abraham,
	 tas you have sworn to our fathers
		from the days of old.

Micah looked forward to a time when God would no longer look on their sins. They would be trampled under God’s feet and cast into the sea. What is this day? It is the kingdom. The ultimate jubilee. The ultimate day of forgiveness. Now, keeping that in mind and all that we have studied in the Sermon on the Mount, let’s look at something Jesus did and said.



Luke 4:16   sAnd he came to tNazareth, where he had been brought up. And uas was his custom, vhe went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up wto read. 17 And xthe scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,
18 	y“The Spirit of the Lord zis upon me,
		because he has anointed me
		to aproclaim good news to the poor.
	 bHe has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
		and crecovering of sight to the blind,
		dto set at liberty those who are oppressed,
19 	 eto proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Luke 4:20   And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and fsat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were gfixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today hthis Scripture ihas been fulfilled in your hearing.”
This came on the heels of Jesus’ temptation by Satan. What has Jesus just said? He just stated that He had come to proclaim the ultimate jubilee! He is saying that what Micah was looking forward to, was at hand. He has claimed that He has come forgive! That word, “liberty” is the same root word as He uses in the prayer, for forgive! This links forgiveness between us, as humans to the ultimate jubilee and the kingdom. It also links that to forgiveness between God and us! The kingdom is about forgiveness and being in right relationship with others as well as God! This is why it is so important to Jesus and why we have to see forgiveness as something so much bigger than just, “Well, I told Jesus I’m sorry, so I’m good, and that person can just go pound sand!” This is why our relationship with God is not just a “personal matter.” It extends to those around us. 

Do you remember how we said that this prayer, whichever line we recite, comes back on us in such a way as to further the kingdom? If we want the kingdom to move forward and be imagers of God, then we have to see the concept of forgiveness and see it in as radical a way as Jesus did. How radically did Jesus see it? Let’s let Him speak for Himself. 

Jesus will speak practically as to how forgiveness is to work. 


Matt. 18:15   m“If your brother sins against you, ngo and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have ogained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established pby the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, qtell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, rlet him be to you as sa Gentile and sa tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, twhatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed6 in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you uagree on earth about anything they ask, vit will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are wgathered in my name, xthere am I among them.”

This shows us that Jesus doesn’t see forgiving someone as just letting water go under the bridge. Sure, there may be times for that. We all upset others and we have all been upset by friends. We know how they are, and they know how we can be. But when something occurs that endangers the relationship – keep in mind the ideal is Edenic, then we are not to just let it go. We aren’t to “lose” our brother or sister. We are to loose them. We are to patch up the relationship. 

How do we go about this? Jesus uses legal language from the Torah as wisdom literature. It is actually confrontational, but it is to be done in such a way that it is a gracious confrontation. 

First, we aren’t to go gabbing to someone else about it. We are to go that person alone and let them know that we have been offended and hurt. Hopefully, in a spirit of grace and humility, they will listen and apologize. But what if they don’t? Well. We are then supposed to take someone with us and talk to the individual. If one won’t do, then take two. But these aren’t supposed to be our allies who will side with us no matter what. They are supposed to be impartial parties who can help determine if anyone is being unreasonable or overly sensitive. We all know that can happen. Maybe we are the one who is at fault. Maybe both parties are at fault. If the parties are reconciled, then we have re-gained our brother or sister. But what if that doesn’t work? Then we take it a step further and inform the church. WHAT????!!!! Yes, that is what Jesus says. Why? Why bring this out to the entire church/ family? Because the anger, bitterness and unforgiveness are that important! They are that dangerous. We have lost a family member. It is no ok to just let them walk away or for us to just walk away. It is cancerous to the body and be-smirches God and His people who claim to be imagers. This is why Jesus hammers this home the way He does. But what if they still don’t listen? 

And if he refuses to listen even to the church, rlet him be to you as sa Gentile and sa tax collector.

That’s harsh. That is actually a form of excommunication. At that point, they are not being humble and are not listening. And they are not taking into account how they have been forgiven. Therefore, they are not acting as a follower of Jesus should act. They, in their hubris and unforgiveness are not being imagers of God, seeing the great forgiveness given to us. 


18 Truly, I say to you, twhatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed6 in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you uagree on earth about anything they ask, vit will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are wgathered in my name, xthere am I among them.”


These verses are often taken out of context. Look at where they are in the narrative. The context is that of forgiveness. Look at the terms “bind” and “loosed”. Now, what have we been talking about all this time? Loosing or freeing someone from a debt/ offense. Binding is the opposite of loosing. We can either loose the person or keep them in bondage to what we think they owe us. In context, does this have anything to do with the way people so often use these terms when they are binding this and that? No, it doesn’t. Whatever, or whomever we loose here on earth, that debt will be loosed in Heaven. And whatever, or whomever we bind, (continue to keep in bondage/ anger/ etc.) will be bound in heaven. That essentially means that it is on record in Heaven. It won’t just be forgotten where time heals all wounds. Think about that for a while. Who are we keeping in bondage? Who are we to keep someone in bondage when God delivered Israel and gave them the jubilee to commemorate it? And when we tie that into the kingdom, then how can we keep anyone in bondage when we are to be living a kingdom life in the kingdom? Can we see how big of a deal this is to God? Remember, we are only incurring or harboring a debt to a person, that also affects our relationship with God. The two things are entwined. 

But what about the person who says they are sorry but continues on harming another? Are we supposed to continue in that scenario? No. They are the person who is to be treated like a tax collector or unbeliever. Women aren’t supposed to continue to live in an abusive relationship just because the abuser says he is sorry when he has proven time and again that he isn’t. 

So, if we part company with someone after having gone through all this, have we still forgiven that person? That depends. It can be done. But we have to get down to verse 35 in order to see how that can happen. 

After having said all this, Peter asks a question. He addresses the elephant in the room.


Matt. 18:21   Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often ywill my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? zAs many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.

This is a hyperlink.

Gen. 4:13-16
13 Cain said to the LORD, “My epunishment is greater than I can bear.5 14 Behold, fyou have driven me today away from the ground, and gfrom your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, hand whoever finds me will kill me.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him isevenfold.” And the LORD jput a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him. 16 Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the land of Nod,6 east of Eden.

Look at the term, sevenfold. Cain was forgiven and protected, but there were also consequences. He was exiled. Forgiveness doesn’t excuse or condone the offense. Forgiveness AND reconciliation are not necessarily the same thing. They can be, but aren’t always, as we see here. Let’s look further. 

Gen. 4:19-24

19 And Lamech took two wives. The name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 20 Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. 22 Zillah also bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.

Gen. 4:23   Lamech said to his wives:
	 “Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
		you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say:
	 I have killed a man for wounding me,
		a young man for striking me.
24 	kIf Cain’s revenge is sevenfold,
		then Lamech’s is seventy-sevenfold.”
When Peter ask how many times, he should forgive someone – his brother, he asks, “seven times?” Why seven? It goes back to the year of jubilee and forgiveness. That was a hyperlink. But Jesus then responds with a hyperlink – that of the story of Cain, Abel and Lamech. Lamech takes what was said of the protection of Cain and then misuses it on himself. He essentially pardoned himself. When Peter asked about seven, Jesus flipped the words of Lamech to show how much God is willing to forgive. 

As wisdom literature, we are take all this into account and humbly, prayerfully, respond to an offense. Just to cap it off, let’s look at what else Jesus said in response to Peter’s question and see just how important this thing called forgiveness is to God, and to us. 

Matt. 18:23   “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished ato settle accounts with his servants.7 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him bten thousand ctalents.8 25 dAnd since he could not pay, his master ordered him eto be sold, with his wife and fchildren and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant9 gfell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and dforgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred hdenarii,10 and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 iAnd should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 jAnd in anger his master delivered him to the jailers,11 kuntil he should pay all his debt. 35 lSo also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother mfrom your heart.”


An unpayable debt was forgiven. The offending/ indebted party then forgot that and went after, (did not forgive) a debt that was so small in comparison. How dangerous is that? All we need to do is look at the master’s response. 

Verse 35 is the key. We are to forgive from the heart, (ex-cardia). When that happens, and it can, we can forgive and reconcile. If the offender is dangerous, then we can separate AND forgive them if we forgive them from the heart. 

(example – Darrell?) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It can be done, but in order to forgive someone from the heart, we must first know how much we’ve been forgiven and how we continually offend other AND God. When we see it from that aspect, it is easier. We can empathize. And that is another aspect of an imager. Let’s pray. 

